
 
 

Minutes of 2021 Annual General Meeting 

Saturday, 16th October 2021 

Conference Room, Cradle Mountain Visitor Centre 
 
1. President Glen Hayhurst opened the meeting at 1:15 pm and welcomed members.  

 
Members attending in person: Glen Hayhurst Cathy Clayton 

Jan Hayhurst Graeme Pickford 
Christopher Stafford Jenny Pearce 
Helen Thyne Jim Thyne  
Tim Jolly Mavis Rowlands 
Jim Spinks Marilyn Spinks 
Alan Edwards Greg Rubock  
Steve Brown Kate Burton (PWS) 
   

Members attending via Zoom: Nick Sawyer  Melva Truchanas 
Peter Walsh  Peter Sims 

 
Apologies were received from: Nic Deka (PWS) Ann Wessing 

David Moltow 
 

2. PWS Reports 

Kate Burton (Ranger-in-Charge, Cradle Mountain) presented both Nic Deka’s (Regional 
Manager North West) and her reports. These are attached to the minutes. 
 
Discussion and Q&A: 

• Q (Tim): Are there any plans to upgrade the Mt Kate track as a result of increased 
use, particularly since the inclusion of the mountain in The Abels? A (Kate): No, 
PWS doesn’t encourage walkers to use it. 

• Q (Melva): Who resigned from the position of A/General Manager PWS? A (Kate): 
Cindy Ong. 

• Q (Melva): Will staff shortages impact fire preparedness? A (Kate): No, as 
positions will be filled by internal movements. 

• Q (Glen): At our last meeting Steve Brown raised the issue of the concentration of 
vehicle and foot traffic at Ronny Creek and the potential danger to people walking 
across the road bridge. He suggested that the building of a walkway as an 
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attachment to the side of the bridge be investigated. Could this option be 
considered? A (Kate): A site plan is being developed that should address this 
safety issue and the provision of better parking. 

• Q (Jim): Has there been any progress with the Kentish Council in assisting with 
access issues? A (Kate): The Kentish Council are co-operating with us. 

• Q (Mavis): The Visitor Centre café viewport to the south is that of an eyesore of 
fallen trees. Can this be improved? A (Kate): The trees have been deliberately 
positioned to prevent people from walking to the rise to get a better view of 
Cradle Mt. The area will be fully landscaped before summer. 

• Q (Graeme): The Dove Lake boatshed “hole” is a great idea. Can the same happen 
with the Crater Lake boatshed? A (Kate): There are no plans at present, but we 
have an ongoing issue with stolen shingles and tagging. Jim: PWS once sold old 
track markers for $10. 

• Jim: The shuttle bus appears to generate good feedback from users. Kate: Agree. 
• Q (Alan): I’ve noticed many walkers going off the tracks. Should there be more 

signage? A (Kate): We’re considering more multi-language signs. 
• Chris: I’m impressed that there has been a noticeable reduction in the amount of 

litter in the park. Kate: Yes, this is mainly as a result of fewer visitors. 
 
3. Business arising from the 2021 Mid-winter meeting minutes. 

Melva raised the issue of inadequacies of the new Visitor Centre and sought discussion. 
However, time did not allow this to proceed at that time. Comments: 

 
• Helen: Poor facilities for visitor comfort/warmth. 
• Melva: Inadequacies need to be addressed, particularly comfort. The original 

plans do not seem to have been implemented. 
• Kate: Lots of the original connected walkways were dropped. eg the hill site has 

been left for development by private investors. 
• Chris: That was one of Ossie Ellis’ original accommodation site proposals. 
• Jim S: It appears that comfort and shelter will come later as part of private 

investment. The basic site has been built as a processing centre for busloads of 
tourists. 

• Graeme: There’s no shelter on cold, windy days.  
• Marilyn: We need to provide constructive criticism to ensure a good final outcome 

from the basic structure. 
• Nick: It’s disappointing that the original plan was changed at the last minute, 

despite having been accepted by the Parliamentary Committee. 
• Helen: Investors possibly supported a reconsideration of the original plans. 

They’ve now pulled out due to COVID. Disappointed that a plan developed over a 
15 year period of consultation was altered without consultation with the 
stakeholders. The public should know about that. 

• Peter W: A nature-based photographers’ group is keen to support any action to 
highlight issues in WHA regions. 

• Melva offered to compose a letter voicing comments. 
• Q (Glen): Who should we send our comments to? 
• A (Nick): PWS Minister. 
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• Nick: Have copy of original plan accepted by the Committee. Many things were 
changed, including the second-storey restaurant – that site has now been 
allocated as a cableway terminal.  

 
Action: Compile a letter emphasising our main concerns with the existing Visitor Centre 
with a strong recommendation that as many as possible of these be addressed. Seek 
contributions from FoCV members. Send the letter to parliamentarians and media outlets. 
Glen/David. 

 
4. President’s Report 

From a Friends of Cradle Valley perspective, the 2020-21 year has been a relatively quiet 
period. 

 
Our letter to the Premier and Minister for Environment & Parks, again asking for 
information about the Cradle Mountain Transport Options Study and expressing our 
concerns about the expected commercial non-viability and negative environmental impact 
of a cableway resulted in a response from the Minister to the effect that the study was still 
ongoing and that consultation with stakeholders, including our Friends group, will occur 
once it is complete. No announcements of when we can expect to see the study report 
have yet been made. This lack of a public release raises many questions. 
 
We continue to receive excellent support from the Cradle Park Management and again 
thank Nic Deka, Kate Burton and Garry Febey for providing us with their very informative 
reports. We also really appreciate the opportunity to hold our meetings in the Conference 
Room in the Visitor Centre as the facilities here are excellent. 
 
The FoCV website has been rebuilt and moved to a different hosting service with associated 
cost reduction and an increase in data capacity. There is now an opportunity for members 
to contribute items for publication. 
 
Finally, I’d like to again recognise the outstanding contribution made by Jim Spinks as 
Secretary/Treasurer over a five year period. Our group has certainly been well-informed 
and organised as a result of Jim’s efforts. 
 
Glen Hayhurst 

President 
 
5. Election of Office Bearers for 2021-22 

Glen Hayhurst was nominated for the position of President and accepted nomination. 

Moved: Jenny Pearce Seconded: Tim Jolly 

There  were  no  further  nominations  and  Glen  Hayhurst was  declared  elected. 

Steve Brown was nominated for the position of Vice-President and accepted nomination. 

Moved: Jenny Pearce Seconded: Marilyn Spinks 
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There were no further nominations and Steve Brown was declared elected. 

David Moltow was nominated for the position of Secretary/Treasurer and Public Officer 
and accepted nomination. 

Moved: Nick Sawyer Seconded: Helen Thyne 

There were no further nominations and David Moltow was declared elected. 

Glen Hayhurst was nominated for the position of FoCV Webmaster. 

Moved: Helen Thyne Seconded: Jim Spinks 

There were no further nominations and Glen Hayhurst was declared elected. 
 

6. The Kate and Gustav Weindorfer Honours List 

There were no nominations for the Honours List at the meeting. Nominations can be 
directed to the Secretary at any time. 

 
7. Development of a New Website 

• The FoCV website has been rebuilt and moved to a new hosting service at significant 
cost reduction (now $36/year) and increased disk space allocation (5GB). The cost 
doesn’t include the domain name registration which doesn’t expire until March 2022 
(currently $33/year, but this should also be able to be reduced via transfer to a new 
registrar).  

• Content contributions from members, specifically in the following areas would be 
appreciated: 

o History of FoCV (Helen?) 
o More Cradle Stories, particularly Kate Weindorfer’s story  
o Citation/contribution of the Ellis brothers 
o Citation for and photo of Mavis Rowlands 
o Any Cradle Valley-related photos for the photo gallery 

• Glen asked whether we should make available all the key past electronic documents 
(meeting minutes, bulletins and submissions) via the website. The meeting thought 
that this would be worth doing as it would allow outsiders to get a better 
understanding of what we have been working on since 1999.  

• Jim S congratulated Glen on the excellent refurbishment of the website. 
• Website address: https://friendsofcradlevalley.org/ 

 
8. Other Business 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Melva asked whether a Treasurer’s Report would be presented. Glen 
answered that as the Treasurer wasn’t present at the meeting the report would need to wait 
until the minutes were distributed. 

 
9. Next Meeting(s) 
 

It was agreed to hold two face-to-face meetings in 2022 (one of which would be the AGM), 
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with the option of additional Zoom Meetings if developments (such as the release of the 
Transport Options Study) required this. Preferred location is the Visitor Centre, although 
Chris also offered his home for a meeting – thank you Chris. Dates to be determined in 
conjunction with the availability of the Conference Room, PWS staff and Blandfordia. 

 
Glen thanked members for their attendance and participation and wished all a safe journey 
home. The meeting closed at 3:07 pm. 
 
Glen Hayhurst   Cathy Clayton 
President, FoCV  Minutes Recorder 
 
12 January 2022 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report as at 16 October 2021 
(unapproved due to the unavailability of the 
Treasurer at the AGM) 

 

 
 

 

Balance as at 14 November 2020 $273.12 

Donations received Nil 

Bank “account adjustment” $1.00 

Total $274.12 

Expenditure Nil 

Balance carried forward $274.12 
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FRIENDS OF CRADLE 2021 AGM UPDATE from PWS – October 2021 – Nic Deka 
 
Covid-19 Effect 
Covid continues to affect Park operations and this is likely to continue until the population is 
substantially vaccinated and border restrictions further abate, noting it seems unlikely there will be any 
significant easing of international border restrictions until mid to late 2022. 

Covid has impacted the number of visitors as per the update provided to FoC at the winter meeting. 

The Premier’s announcement yesterday is the most dramatic change within Tasmania since the North 
West outbreak last year. As a result, all our sites are on high alert with Covid Response Plans ready to 
be initiated. 
 
Cradle Gateway 
The Office of the Coordinator General continues to work with a preferred proponent in the Expression 
of Interest process it is running for further development at the Gateway site, but to date no details 
have been shared with the NW region. 
 
Gateway to Ranger Station Pathway 
No further update from the report at the winter meeting. 
 
Dove Lake Shelter 
Construction of the new shelter is now expected to be complete by the end of March next year. This 
significant delay has been caused through supply of materials and weather affecting critical aspects 
such as concrete pours. 

PWS accepts the delays and prefers to have such a critical project completed properly before opening 
given its critical place in the visitor experience.  
 
Cradle Transport Options Study 
This report is the same as that provided at the winter meeting. The Office of the Coordinator General 
(OCG) has not finalised the detailed business case or the Options Study. No date has been provided as 
to when either will be released to the public. 
The NW region understands OCG advertised for a Communications specialist for the project. To date no 
advice has been provided as to whether this position has been filled. 
 
Overland Track Huts Project 
A contract has been awarded to AJR Construct to build two huts and associated amenities at the 
overnight nodes at Windermere and Kiaora. Completed is currently scheduled for July 2022. The 
existing huts and facilities will remain in use until the new facilities are commissioned. 
 
Staff Movements 

• Parks and Reserves Manager – Nicole Sherriff resigned in September. Interviewing on 27 
October for a replacement and hope to have the person in place by Xmas. 

• General Manager PWS – Will Josclyn current acting. Position to be advertised in November. 
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